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Dear Sir: 

In response to the Notice of Non-Compliant Amendment of 27 August 2001, 
Applicants have enclosed a clean version and a marked-up version of the replacement 
paragraph that was amended by the preliminary amendment of 28 June 2001. Applicants 
have also enclosed a replacement preliminary amendment, a copy of the preliminary 
amendment filed in the parent case, and a copy of the preliminary amendment filed with 
the above-identified application. The preliminary amendments, when considered with the 
original specification, contain a total of 465 claims. Of these 465 claims, claims 1-442 
are to be cancelled, leaving claims 443-465 for examination. 

The above-identified application is a divisional of U.S. application Serial No. 
09/620,606 (the parent application), which is a divisional of U.S. application Serial No. 
08/916,692 (the grandparent application). The grandparent application contained claims 
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1 - 80. The parent application was filed with a preliminary amendment, which added 
claims 81 - 465. That preliminary amendment (a copy of which is enclosed herewith) 
was inadvertently omitted at the time that the instant application was filed, but was 
incorporated by reference by the Utility Application Transmittal and was filed on 22 
August 2001 in conjunction with a Request for a Corrected Filing Receipt. 

The Notice of Non-Compliant Amendment also contains a statement that the 28 
June 2001 preliminary amendment did not include a marked-up version of the amended 
claims. Applicants have not responded to this statement because the preliminary 
amendment filed on 28 June 2001 did not amend any claims. Claims 1-442 were 
cancelled and text in the specification was amended (clean and marked up versions are 
enclosed), but no claims were amended. Applicants, therefore, assert that the preliminary 
amendment of 28 June 2001 was not missing a marked-up version of any allegedly 
amended claims. 

In conclusion, Applicants have enclosed a clean and a marked up version of the 
amended specification text. Applicants have enclosed a replacement preliminary 
amendment and copies of the preliminary amendments filed in the above-identified 
application and in the parent application. When these preliminary amendments are 
considered together with the original specification there are a total of 465 claims. Of 
these 465 claims, claims 1-442 are cancelled leaving claims 443-465 for examination. 
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